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Surrender‘ 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


HY glance is keen, O Lord, 
To leap straight in 
And thrust my sin 
To death, as by the sword. 


But craven fears provoke 
My shame to lift 
A guard, to shift 

Thy blest avenging stroke. 


And so mere surface sting, 
Mere twinging nerve, 
Shall smugly serve 

The wretched, crawling Thing? 


Nay, Lord, the way is free; 
No barrier wall 
Shall stand at all 
Between my sin and Thee. 


Rampant Unbelief 


Christians often underestimate the 
power and hatred of the Enemy. Peter 
warns us to “be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour.” But mere “pro- 
fessors” seldom see his ferocity, for they 
halt between two opinions, keep one 





1 From Dr. Howard's new collection of poems, 
“A Voice from Beyond and Other Poems” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Phila. 5, 50 cents a copy postpaid). 


foot in the church and one in the world, 
and never arouse the Adversary by bear- 
ing a strong and vigorous witness for 
Christ. It is not well to be continually 
occupied with the Devil and his wiles, 
but it is a wholesome thing to get oc- 
casional glimpses of his strength and his 
bitter hatred of the true Gospel. An 
example of it comes in a recent letter 
from the general secretary of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. “Do you 
realize the violence of anti-Christian 
forces on many American campuses?” 
writes C. Stacey Woods. “Last week 
this condition really hit home to me, . 

I met three university students whom 
I had known previously as keen soul- 
winners. They had been deliberately 
perverted by the rationalism of their 
faculty and told me that they no longer 
held their former beliefs. Their uni- 
versity president had asked me to see 
him. He was outspoken in his hatred 


% 


of evangelical Christianity and told me 
he would go so far as to expel Inter- 
Varsity students if they persisted in their 
witness to Christ and His salvation.” 
What a tragedy that the witness of these 
three students, like broadcasting stations 
in enemy territory, should have been 
completely silenced! Those who under- 
mined their faith bear the greater guilt; 
but perhaps the students themselves 
gradually and almost imperceptibly neg- 
lected their own, daily, personal Bible 
study, and ceased to “watch and pray.” 
One would not condemn them, for we 
are all by nature prone to carelessness; 
The incident is a new challenge to prayer 
for the Christian students of our land; 
and a warning to be “not ignorant of his 
[Satan’s]. devices,” and to “beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8). 
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V. The Cross and Consecration 
By Principal L. E. Maxwell, Prairie Bible Institute 


“God ... hath shewed us light: bind 
the sacrifice” (Psa. 118:27). 


E writer has a dear friend in the 
ministry who, as a young man, 
tried again and again to give him- 

self fully to the Lord, but without suc+ 
cess. He was perfectly sincere, but he 
continued perfectly miserable. He was 
one of those many young people who 
are continually consecrating themselves 
to the Lord. At length he came to dis- 
cover that he had missed the very basis 
of consecration. He found light through 
God’s own “consecration” of the Old 
‘Testament priests. When he beheld the 








Comfort for Dark Days 

“For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 8:38, 39). 
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blood placed on the priest’s ear, on his 
thumb, on his toe, and saw him sprinkled 
all over with blood he came to under- 
stand his union with “Christ made sin.” 
He saw death written all over him. He 
felt the awful doom and death to which 
Calvary committed him. He came to 
understand his identification with Christ. 
He saw himself one with the Crucified 
in His death and resurrection. This 
death-life union changed his whole con- 
ception of surrender to Christ and laid 
the foundations in his life for a success- 
ful and abiding consecration. 


Such an experience is not uncommon 
among Christians. They have been jus- 
tified by faith and have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
they have not realized the implications 
of the cross. In some of our best 
churches they have been immediately 
taken from the justification of Romans 
5:1 to the truth of consecration as set 
forth in Romans 12:1, 2. We would not 
be overcritical in that which is well 
meant; but to ignore or pass over the 
teaching and amazing declarations of our 
union with Christ as set forth in Ro- 
mans 6 to 8 is not really the proper ap- 





70 (2) * 


proach to consecration. Such a skirting 
of these underlying truths brought many 
years of misery to my ministerial friend. 
He knew not the way of victory over 
sinful self. All unconsciously he was 
attempting in the energy of self to lay 
his all on the altar. When he came to 
see that he was already the Lord’s 
through his life union with Christ —al- 
ready crucified and risen with Christ, 
“dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” — 
he then had a sure basis for presenting 
himself unto God. At last he had found 
the blessed secret of success. But let 
me further illustrate. 


When Abraham Lincoln delivered his 
address at the dedication of the cemetery 
in Gettysburg, November 19, 1863, he 
said: “We have come to dedicate a por- 
tion of that [battle] field as a final rest- 
ing place for those who here gave their 
lives. . . . But, in a larger sense, we 
cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate 
— we cannot hallow —this ground. The 
brave men, living and dead, who strug- 
gled here, have consecrated it far above 
our poor power to add or detract. ... 
It is for us, the living, rather, to be dedi- 
eated here to the unfinished work ... 
to be dedicated to the great task remain- 
ing before us.” We speak of Christian 
consecration. “But, in a larger sense, we 
cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate 
—we cannot hallow — this ground” of 
our already redeemed lives. In His 
laid-down life the Crucified has already 
“consecrated it [us] far above our poor 
power to add or detract.” Let us fix 
our eyes upon Christ. We have already 
been fastened to the Crucified. Let us 
believe that if we be dead with Him 
we shall also live with Him. 

The blessed truths clustering around 
our death-resurrection union with Christ, 
as set forth in Romans 6 to 8, lay the 
basis for a successful consecration, as so 
clearly set forth in Romans 12:1, 2. Hav- 
ing been so completely redeemed and 
“accepted in the beloved,” Christ now 
beseeches us by His own infinite and 
many tender mercies to present our 
bodies a reasonable, living, holy, accept- 
able sacrifice to Himself. As we lay our 
hands upon the sacred and holy head 
of our Burnt Offering we know (let it 
be the language of a lively faith) that 
in Him we are a sweet savor unto God 
—a sweet savor of perfect obedience, 
perfect consecration, and perfect sacri- 
fice “far above our poor power to add 
or detract.” What power! what per- 
suasion ! what perfect peace! His is the 
perfect satisfaction—a sweet savor of- 
fering made by fire—ours the sweet 
privilege of being burned out for Him. 
Can we not trust Him? Shall we not 
let Him carry us where He will? O 
hesitating believer, are we not ready to 
sign away our rights and reserves for 
all coming days? Come, give Him all. 
“It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” The Lord loves a hilarious giver. 


Let us launch forth with Him on any 
uncharted sea. Those who sail the high 
seas in treacherous times commit them- 
selves to His Majesty the King: “At your 
service, Sir, with sealed orders.” It was 
George Whitefield who said: “I give 
up myself to be a martyr for Him who 
hung upon the cross for me. I have 
thrown myself blindfolded and, I trust, 
without reserve into His almighty 
hands.” 


Miss Ahn, that heroic lady of Korea, 
had argued with God for some seven 
years against going to the Japanese Diet 
and warning that nation against per- 
secuting the Christians for refusal to 
bow at the Shinto Shrines. When she 
finally yielded to obey God’s call she 
sold all her possessions and bought a 
one-way ticket for Tokyo—to do and 
die. We say that consecration is “for 
service or sacrifice.” ‘To Miss Ahn it 
was both. Hers would be a trip to death. 
She bought a one-way ticket, to return 
nevermore — by love compelled to obey, 
to go, to do, and, if necessary, to die.1 
Oh, to be so sweetly constrained by 
Calvary’s awful compulsion .that we can 
hold out no longer, can no longer resist 
its attractive force! We are drawn to 
death — with appetites whetted to eat of 
the Great Sacrifice. Ah, this is life in- 
deed, life more abundant, the life that is 
hid with Christ in God — “he that eateth 
me, even he shall live by me.” 


But there is another aspect that is all- 
important. Frances Ridley Havergal has 
said: “Full consecration may in one 
sense be the act of a moment and in 
another the work of a lifetime. It must 
be complete to be real, and yet, if real 
it is always incomplete; a point of rest, 
and yet a perpetual progression.” Let 
us not be deceived, we shall often be 
compelled to say with the Psalmist: 
“God is the Lord, which hath shewed 
us light [conversion]: bind the sacrifice 
with cords, even unto the horns of the 
altar [consecration].” It will cost us all 
we have and all we are to keep in this 
consecrated mind. We shall be forced 
to cry out again and again as we fear 
the fire and feel the sacrificial knife, 
“Bind me, blessed Saviour, as a sacri- 
fice — fasten me with Thy cords of con- 
straining love lest I finish my course 
with shame. Let me not begin to make 
provision anywhere for the flesh —let 
my offering continue to be a burnt of- 
fering—a whole burnt offering, yea, a 
continual burnt offering. Let me never 
come down from the cross to save my- 
self. Fix me, fasten me, bind me with 
Thine own cords to Calvary, a continual 
burnt offering.” 

A missionary friend returned to his 
field seeking a fresh anointing. He says: 
“The Lord searched my heart and my 
possessions to see if anything had be- 
come dearer to me than Himself. ‘Lovest 





2Miss Ahn’s story was told in the Times by 
Mrs. Roy M. Byram, January 30, 1943. 


(Continued on page 72) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


“That Worthy Name” 


In Mr. Smith’s “Say, Fellows, —” in the 
Times (Sept. 25, 1943) he quotes Ephesians 
1:20, 21, and also Philippians 2:9-11, but 
it is not clear to myself and to several 
others who have been discussing this 
name, whether the name Jesus is to be 
glorified, or whether the glorified Jesus is 
to bear the name Lord. What is to be the 
new name?—A California reader. 


Mr. Smith was writing on the lesson 
topic, “Reverence for God.” He refer- 
red to the increasing mse of profanity, 
and the carelessness with which even 
Christians utter the names of God. Hav- 
ing spoken of the holiness of Jehovah's 
name, he continued: “The name of 
Jesus is equally holy. ‘Which he wrought 
in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come’ (Eph. 1:20, 21). 
‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father’ (Phil. 
2:9-11).” 

The two propositions set forth in the 
California reader’s letter are not in con- 
trast, but different aspects of the same 
truth. That is, “the name Jesus is to be 
glorified,” and “the glorified Jesus is to 
bear the name Lord.” Jesus was His 
divinely given name (Matt. 1:21), and 
His name and His person are insepa- 
rable. When Paul writes that God has 
“given him a name which is above every 
name,” it is not a different, new name, 
but the very same name, which is above 
others, and before which at a still future 
day “every knee should bow.” When 
Paul on the Damascus road asked, “Who 
art thou, Lord?” the glorified Lord an- 
swered, “I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest” (Acts 9:5). _The two men in 
white apparel told the disciples at the 
Ascension that “this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner” (Acts 1:11). 
And “the glorified Jesus is to bear the 
name Lord.” This is the whole point 
of many a New Testament argument, 
as in the eleventh verse of Philippians 
2, and in Peter’s speech in the second 
chapter of Acts, where he stated it in 
no uncertain terms: “This Jesus hath 


God raised up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses. . . . Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (vs. 
32, 36). 
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The Menace of Japanese 


Shintoism 


The subtle danger of looking upon idol 
worship as an asset ¢ 


By J. GORDON HOLDCROFT, D.D., General I Secretary of 


1943, by Joseph C. Grew, who, 

prior to December 7, 1941, was 
United States Ambassador to Tokyo, has 
attracted wide attention. 

Some things in that speech show the 
high statesmanship we are accustomed to 
expect from Mr. Grew. He urged, for 
instance, that there be no vindictiveness 
in postwar settlements with Japan, but 
rather that she be “re-educated” in a 
“helpful, co-operative spirit.” In that 
certainly Mr. Grew is right. 

Mr. Grew also clearly recognizes State 
Shinto to be religious. Would that mis- 
sion boards, missions, missienaries, and 
Christian churches had also recognized 
this and had refused to condone and 
encourage attitudes and practices that 
have issued in “a Christianity with many 
gods” in Japan which is the shame of 
modern missions! 


A SPEECH made on December 29, 


Emperor Worship Never an Asset 


But Mr. Grew makes one other sug- 
gestion that is startling when coming 
from one who. is so high an authority 
upon Japan. It is that “Shintoism, the 
national Japanese cult and religion 
which involves emperor worship, can 
become an asset, not a liability,” and 
that it may be possible to have a post- 
war Japan run by “a peace-seeking ruler 
not controlled by the military.” 

Such suggestions show that Mr. Grew 
has not grasped the entire problem pre- 
sented by Japan and fails to realize how 
deep must go the re-education Japan 
needs, 

Grant that the emperor, prior to Pearl 
Harbor, attempted to “restrain his high 
command,” nevertheless that command 
conceived its plan of world conquest 
because of ideas implanted in their 
minds, and in the minds of the whole 
nation, ideas which center in the very 
person of the emperor and in the na- 
tional religion which is State Shintoism. 
“Weaken State Shinto and the very 
foundations of the throne will crumble,” 
said a Japanese Government official, and 
he was right, for the emperor according 
to State Shinto is “a manifest deity,” his 
line being “coeval with heaven and 
earth”; and also, according to it, eventu- 
ally all the world will be gathered under 
his sway. 

This, nothing less, is the idée fixe 
which has forced a life and death strug- 
gle upon the United Nations. As long 
as State Shinto is left intact, one attempt 
at world conquest, even. though defeated, 
would never convince the nation that a 
second attempt would not succeed, for 


for Presbyterian | Missions 


Dr. Holdcroft spent thirty-three 
years as a missionary in Korea,— 
which was annexed to the Japanese 
Empire in 1910,—and is therefore 
thoroughly familiar with his subject. 
He was general secretary of the 
Korea Sunday School Association 
for a number of years, and was 
chairman of the Northern Presbyte- 
rian Mission when the Shinto ques- 
tion became acute. He resigned 
from that Board in January, 1940, 
because the Board, which was turn- 
ing more and more to Modernism, 
ruled against closing schools which 
were being forced by the Japanese 
to bow at the shrines, but preferred 
to keep them open even by trans- 
ferring them to the Korea Church, 
which was under the coercion of the 
Japanese Government. The Board 
secretary in New York (for Korea) 
wrote to the Korea Mission’s execu- 
tive committee that the Board knew 
the Committee wished to close the 
schools as a testimony, but that it 
felt there was a better way to make 
that testimony (that is, by keeping 
them open, even though they would 
have to go to the shrines). Having 
shown in several previous articles in 
The Sunday School Times that 
obeisance at the shrines is a re- 
ligious act, Dr. Holdcroft now makes 
it clear that Shintoism is a problem 
with which the United States Gov- 
ernment should deal with a strong 
hand. 








the fertile root of our present tragedy 
would remain to sprout and grow again. 
World rulership is inherent in the idea 
of an actual divine ruler. Thus Japan 
would remain politically a menace to 
the rest of the world; and since belief 
in the deity of the emperor and of the 
sun-goddess is demanded by the state of 
all its subjects, there could be no re- 
ligious freedom in Japan or in any coun- 
try subject to her,—if any country is 
ever again to be as unfortunate as that. 
These are the “assets,”—-both of them 
evil and both liabilities,—with which 
the United Nations would have to reckon 
if they allow “the national Japanese cult 
and religion” to continue to exist. 

That things in Japan are as bad as 
this the world was loath to admit before 
Pearl Harbor, although many Japanese 
statesmen had said so in no mistakable 
terms. On February 11, 1941, for in- 
stance, the iast “Founder’s Day” Japan 
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celebrated before she attacked Honolulu, 
Baron Hiranuma, a member of the Cabi- 
net and speaking for the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, said that the emperor being 
descended from the sun-goddess is divine; 
that for this reason Japanese Govern- 
ment must be looked upon as an exten- 
sion of the rule of Heaven; and further- 
more, that any person or religious 
organization which could not accommo- 
date himself or itself to these “facts” 
had no place in Japan! 

In stating these things publicly Baron 
Hiranuma was only telling the world 
what State Shinto has long dreamed, for 
it definitely teaches that Japan’s (sup- 
posedly) first emperor proclaimed that 
eventually all the world would be gath- 
ered under the sway of his descendants. 
How can these things become “assets” 
to the world or even to the reconstruc- 
tion of Japan? 


Shintoism Defies God 


Furthermore, when has idolatry ever 
been an asset to any nation? Let us read 
our Bibles and see what God says about 
that. This sin brought Israel low, and 
Judah also, and laid them under the 
chastisement of God. This sin, and this 
wicked system which enforces sin, have 
done much to keep Japan from turning 
“from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18). 

This “national Japanese religion” is a 
form of that idolatrous ancestor worship 
found almost everywhere in the Orient. 
It would be an incalculable blessing if 
it could all be uprooted. The Japanese 
emperor himself, like Nebuchadnezzar 
of old, needs to realize that there is a 
God in Heaven who “doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth” 
(Dan. 4:35). Yet under State Shinto it 
is an insult to suggest that the emperor 
needs to know this and almost an insult 
to suggest that any Japanese needs to 
realize it. Their eyes being fixed on 
the sun-goddess, they cannot see Jehovah. 

Strange that just before the day on 
which the President of the United States 
asked the people to pray for victory over 
its sun-goddess-and-emperor-worshiping 
enemies, our former ambassador should 
propose that we place the fruits of that 
victory, if granted, on the very altar of 
that religion which forced us into war! 
That is just what would be done by our 
attempting to use in Japan “the assets” 
of this plain idolatry. These two calls 
summon us to travel in different direc- 
tions. One asks us to put our faith in God. 
The other asks us to support that which 
has challenged God and will continue 
to challenge Him as long as it endures. 

Ahab, king of Israel, once won a com- 
plete victory over the king of Syria, but 
vitiated it all by allowing that deter- 
mined enemy of God to go free. A 
prophet of the Lord was thereupon sent 
to Ahab with this message, “Because 
thou hast let go out of thy hand a man 
whom I appointed to utter destruction, 
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therefore thy life shall go for his life, 
and thy people for his people” (1 Kings 
20:42). And so it was. 

The whole system of State Shinto must 
be uprooted if we are not to travel this 
path of “blood, sweat, and tears” again. 
The emperor being, with his sun-goddess 
ancestress, the center of the system, he 
must also fall. What the present em- 
peror is personally is not the question. 
Since he heads up a system by which he 
is deified and therefore worshiped by 
millions of his people, they cannot even 
see “the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 

For any nation which has ever known 
God to have any part in bolstering up 
the idolatry of Japanese State Shinto 


Archeology and the Age 
5. Solomon's Kingdom Divided 


would therefore be an affront to the 
living God, would aid in perpetuating 
in Japan “a Christianity with many 
gods,” would hold the Japanese people 
under a continuing curse, and illy re- 
quite the men who are giving their very 
lives. to deliver us from the threat of 
that curse now. 

If God delivers that system into the 
hands of Britain and America, shall they 
then say, “No, let it live! It may be- 
come an asset and not a liability.” May 
every American and every Christian 
protest to his Government lest when it 
overcome one great attack upon its very 
life it lay the groundwork for a second 
and even more vigorous assault upon 
our nation. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


of Solomon 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 


Assoc. Prof. of Archeology, Wheaton College 
Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


HEN Solomon died, his son Reho- 
boam came to the throne. Reho- 
boam was requested to make the yoke 
of Israel lighter, but he refused, say- 
ing: “And now whereas my father 
did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will 
add to your yoke: my father hath chas- 
tised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions” (1 Kings 12:11). 
In the face of this refusal, the ten 
northern tribes separated from the south, 
and chose Jeroboam to be their king (1 
Kings 12:20). The name “Jeroboam” has 
actually been found in the archeological 
discoveries. In 1903 the German Pales- 
tine Society began the excavation of the 
Biblical city of Megiddo, under the direc- 
tion of Gottlieb Schumacher. Layer 
after layer of the buried city was un- 
earthed by the excavators. When they 
came to the fifth stratum from the bot- 
tom, a palace of the Hebrew period was 
uncovered. In this palace a seal was 
discovered bearing an inscription which 
read, “Belonging to Shema, the servant 
of Jeroboam.” We do not know whether 
it refers to Jeroboam I or Jeroboam II, 
but it does reveal the presence of such 
a personal name at that time. 
Jeroboam soon set up calf worship at 
Bethel and Dan so that Israel would not 
go up to Jerusalem to worship (1 Kings 
12:28). The usual critical view holds 
that Jeroboam was just carrying on an 
older practice of representing Jehovah 
in the form of a bull. This wrong ex- 
planation is even assumed by Camden 
M. Cobern in his article on “Calf, 
Golden,” in “The International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia” (pp. 542-545), 
where he assumes that Semitic peoples 
worshiped God under the symbol of the 
bull and cow. Lange reflects the same 
view, saying that these calves were but 


“symbols of Jehovah,” and that “Jero- 
boam did not intend to introduce idolatry 
or polytheism” into Israel. (Lange’s 
“Commentary on Kings,” p. 155.) 

However, there seems to be insufficient 
evidence for this idea that Jeroboam was 
merely carrying on an older form of 
the worship of Jehovah under the sym- 
bol of a bull. When we examine the 
statements of Scripture and the evidence 
of Egyptian archeology, the answer is 
forthcoming. Jeroboam had spent some 
time in Egypt after he fled from Solo- 
mon (1 Kings 11:40), and there he would 
have become faniiliar with bull and calf 
worship. The excavations testify to this 
cult of bovine worship in ancient Egypt. 
At Memphis the underground tomb of 
the sacred bulls, which wes observed 
by the writer shortly before this pres- 
ent war began, consisted of a gallery 
1,040 feet long, with many side rooms 
which still contain the huge coffins made 
for these sacred bulls. Each coffin is 
thirteen by eleven by seven feet, and 
weighs about sixty-five tons. “The wor- 
ship of the sacred cow, which was the 
symbol of the goddess Hathor, is evident 
to every traveler in Egypt. Almost all 
temples bear representations of Hathor, 
and statues of this deity have been un- 
earthed, such as the one found by 
Naville at Der el-Bahri. 

In view of such evidence we can see 
why the German Egyptologist Steindorff 
would maintain that the golden calf idea 
came from Egypt. (“Ancient Egypt,” 
1903, p. 167.) George L. Robinson in 
his recent book, “The Bearing of Archeze- 
ology on the Old Testament,” also re- 
flects what we believe to be the correct 
view when he says concerning Jero- 
boam, “It seems altogether probable that 
what he observed in Egypt must have 
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inclined him to set up calf worship at 
Bethel and at Dan” (p. 66). 


While Jeroboam was ruling over the 
northern division of the kingdom, Solo- 
mon’s son Rehoboam ruled over Jeru- 
salem and the south. In the fifth year 
of Rehoboam, the Egyptian King Shi- 
shak came up against Jerusalem and 
took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord and the treasures of the king’s 
house (1 Kings 14:25, 26). Archeologi- 
cal light and confirmation concerning 
this invasion of Shishak may be seen on 
the south wall of the great temple of 
Karnak in Egypt. There is inscribed 
on this wall the triumphal inscription 
of Shishak in the form of a relief, show- 
ing him grasping a group of cowering 
Semites by the hair and smiting them 
with a club. The inscription mentions 
such places as Taanach, Gibeon, and 
Ajalon in Palestine which were also 
taken by Shishak. 


Thus we see how archeology illumi- 
nates and confirms the period of the di- 
vision of Solomon’s kingdom, giving 
evidence of the name Jeroboam, of the 
cow worship of Egypt, and of the cam- 
paign of Shishak into Palestine. 


(To be continued next week) 


The Cross and Consecration 
(Continued from second page) 


thou me more than these?’ — meaning 
my wife and boy. I hesitated. I felt 
as though. He had laid before me an 
execution warrant and was waiting for 
my signature. There was a terrible fight 
in my heart: surrender meant death. 
After a long struggle and by His grace, 
I made the surrender and I did it with 
the fullest expectation that this meant 
the end of their earthly lives. After a 
few weeks, while returning to our little 
Japanese house alone, the thought flashed 
into my mind, ‘The boy is sick.’ He was 
all right when I left home, healthy and 
well. When I arrived home my wife came 
to welcome me, and she said, ‘Gordon is 
sick.” I said, ‘I knew it, it has come at 
last’ Then there came that agonized 
struggle, ‘Lovest thou me more than 
the boy?’ But I had won the victory. 
So with a heavy heart I went up to the 
lad to say good-by. He lay on his bed, 
his little white face against the pillow, 
desperately ill. There I realized that 
the only surrender which truly counts 
is the surrender unto death. I was able 
to say to God out of a full honesty of 
heart, ‘Thy will is best, and I would 
rather have Thy will than anything on 
earth.’ What happened then? It hap- 
pened with me as with Abraham when 
he brought his son to the place of sur- 
render unto death on Mount Moriah. 
God gave him back his boy — and mine.” 


“Bind the sacrifice with cords, even 
unto the horns of the altar.” 


(To be continued next week) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


ELIGIOUS instruction in the Brit- 
R ish Army is described in the Ex- 

pository Times. Certain generals 
in conference concluded that the British 
soldiers ought to be informed about the 
religious background of the cause for 
which they were fighting, to be made to 
realize that the war has Christian values. 
A number of experienced and scholarly 
chaplains were appointed to the task, 
among them Dr. W. D. Maxwell, senior 
chaplain to a famous Scottish division, 
who drew up a syllabus for the teachers, 
The plan was to explain our Christian 
faith, and the questions considered were: 
What is man? What do we know about 
God? What is the Bible? Why did Jesus 
die? How is our Lord’s work continued? 
Such subjects as the Incarnation, Evil 
and Sin, and the Great Reconciliation 
were explained. “No stone has been 
left unturned to convey to the men the 
whole Christian faith.” 


Attendance has been compulsory for 
officers and men, Jews and Roman Cath- 
olics being excused if desiring it. The 
colonel and his staff have usually been 
present. The men are closely attentive 
and eager to learn. “It is amazing how 
men in the presence of their intimates 
will rise and ask questions which reveal 
inner thoughts and inner needs. They 
have been astonished that the intellec- 
tual basis of our faith is so sound and 
well thought out.” 


In some cases special courses are being 
delivered to officers. They are well at- 
tended. After nearly all talks, while 
the men are filing out, officers gather 
around the lecturer either to express 
their appreciation or to have some mat- 
ter cleared up. 

Such teaching no doubt requires well- 
equipped and quick-thinking teachers, 
and we can well believe, as the writer 
says, that it is exacting work. But it is 
deep soil plowing and bound to bear 
fruit. 


The Roman Catholic Church in French 
Canada is organizing labor in special 
church labor unions called Church Syn- 
dicates, at the head of each of which 
is a priest. It is not only using persua- 
sion to induce wageworkers to leave 
other labor unions, but in some cases 
is intimidating them with the threat of 
excommunication and refusal of the last 
sacrament. Paul Fournier, president of 
the Montreal Trades Union and Labor 
Council, reports that the Government is 
favoring these clerical unions, that Sun- 
day morning sermons are devoted to 
propaganda in their behalf, that some 


Encouragements and warnings 
from all the world . 


priests urge workers to put their syndi- 
cate fees on the collection plate. A 
labor organizer, Mr. Hureans, says that 
he is maligned as a Communist and that 
the teachers in the Catholic schools take 
it out on his children because he sup- 
ports the general labor unions and not 
the church ones. 

As a natural result one Montreal labor 
man says, “I know hundreds of workers 
who will not go to mass on Sundays 
because some priests insist on talking 
of Catholic Syndicates.” He thinks that 
this may break out into a religious war 
(Summarized from The Sentinel of 
Montreal). 


Catholic Mobilization—There is no 
doubt but that the Roman Church is en- 
gaged in power politics at the present 
time on an immense scale, For this, or- 
ganization is necessary, and this is taking 
place in all lands in the form of “Cath- 
olic Action.” In other forms also, as with 
Sinarchism in Mexico. In French Que- 
bec it is the Order of Jacques Cartier, 
isolationist, aiming at an independent 
French and Catholic state on the St. 
Lawrence, and so closely related to the 
Church of Rome as to be practically that 
church under political forms. It groups 
in corporate body, workers’ unions, stu- 
dent organizations, youth organizations, 
the St. John Baptist Society, the League 
of Patriots, and pretty much all else that 
is Catholic and French in Quebec. In 
it are men high in the government, com- 
merce, the church, the military service, 
the professions. In paragraph five of 
its program the Order states, “Let us 
penetrate into all sections of the political 
machinery from the highest tribunals 
down to the smallest local organizations.” 
It is working through the schools, large 
numbers of teachers being members, and 
everywhere by means of secret pressure. 
Hatred of England characterizes its 
members; also opposition to the teaching 
of English in schools. It seeks to make 
contacts with the Catholic Sinarchists 
of Mexico for an internationally active 
Catholicism, 


The Crowning of the King of Uganda 
is described in the C.M.S. Outlook. Fifty 
years ago Uganda was a grossly heathen 
land with a cruel, persecuting king. But 
on the occasion of the recent crowning, 
3,000 people filled the cathedral, a band 
of the King’s African Rifles led the 
praise, while a procession of eighty Afri- 
can and European clergy entered the 
church singing “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ name.” The bishop preached from 
the text, “What doth the Lord require 
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of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?” 

The young king, Bible in hand, re- 
affirmed his oath of allegiance and his 
promise to administer justice. A crown 
was placed on his head with the prayer: 

“O God, the Crown of the faithful, 
bless, we beseech Thee, and sanctify this 
Thy servant Edward, our Kabaka; and 
as Thou dost this day set a circle of 
pure gold upon his head, so enrich him 
with Thine abundant grace and crown 
him with all princely virtues, through 
the King Eternal, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.” 


Then in the chapel, the King, with 
a few members of his family, partook of 
the Holy Communion, 


Four Million copies of the New Testa- 
ment have been placed in the hands of 
our fighting men by the Gideons, and the 
fifth million has been ordered. There 
are blue-covered copies for those in the 
naval forces, coast guard, and merchant 
marine; brown-covered copies for the 
Army and Air Corps; and white-covered 
copies for nurses in all branches. With 
the New Testament and Psalms are other 
features — the words of some well-loved 
hymns, a series of helps to locate Scrip- 
ture passages for various emergencies 
and to find the teaching of Christ on 
various matters. Between the New Tes- 
tament and Psalms is a Harmony of the 
Four Gospels. There is also advice con- 
cerning contact with service chaplains. 

The book closes with a series of Scrip- 
ture quotations under the caption, “How 
to Become a Christian.” The position of 
the natural man before God is pointed 
out, and God’s remedy for sin and the 
plan of salvation. Confession of the ac- 
ceptance of Christ as Saviour is pro- 
vided for by signature on the very last 
page. 

The Gideons have undertaken to 
supply Testaments to chaplains at nearly 
all the naval and military training sta- 
tions in New York and vicinity. Each 
month 12,000 copies are required to meet 
the demand, 


Brief Notes 


Mr. J. W. Stevenson, a Scottish pastor 
who visits the convoy ships stopping 
at British ports, describes some of them 
as coming in with great ragged holes in 
the deck, twisted metal everywhere, the 
captain exhausted, and broken men being 
taken off to hospitals. He noticed in one 
such ship a text over a seaman’s bunk 
which read, “If I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there.” 


The Chinese Government has granted 
a subsidy, amounting to fifty per cent 
increase in exchange, for funds sent to 
China specifically for mission work. 
This gift, to correct the inflated costs of 
living, is an indication of Chinese appre- 
ciation of Christian missions. 
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FEBRUARY 13. JESUS ON THE MOUNTAIN AND IN THE VALLEY 


Lesson 7. International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 9:2-29; printed text, Mark 9:2-8, 17-27 
Golden Text. —I believe, help thou mine unbelief.— Mark 9:24 


Kinc James VERSION 


Mark 9:2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain 
apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; 
so as no fuller on earth can white them. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they 
were talking with Jesus. 9 

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good 
for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 


17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have 
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they 
could not. 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring 


20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, 
straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and 
wallowed foaming. 

21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came 
unto him? And he said, Of a child. 

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the 
waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth. 

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said 
with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf 
spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into 
him. 

26 And the spirit cried, and rént him sore, and came out of 
him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is 
dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and 
he arose. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


him unto me. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chieago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE first verse of the ninth chapter 

of Mark, which for some inscrutable 
reason has been omitted from the 
lesson, is the key to a right understand- 
ing of the Transfiguration scene, which 
was intended by our Lord to be a rep- 
resentation of “the kingdom of God 
come with power.” This is confirmed 
for us by the Apostle Peter, who, in his 
Second Epistle, says, “We have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty... 
when we were with him in the holy 
mount” (2 Pet. 1:16-18). There the Sav- 
iour appeared in that glory in which He 
will be manifested when He returns to 
take His great power and reign (Rev. 
11:17). The two heavenly saints who 
appeared with Him in glory depict two 
groups of believers, who will share the 
Kingdom with Him. Moses represents 
those who, having died, will be raised 
in glorified bodies, and Elijah depicts 
all believers, who, at the Rapture, will 
be caught up to Heaven without passing 
through death (It Thess, 4:13-18). The 
three favored apostles, who beheld His 
glory and heard the Father’s voice, speak 
of Israel restored to the Lord in the 
latter day and so entering into the bless- 
ing of the Kingdom. The scene at the 
foot of the mountain illustrates the ef- 
fect of the second advent, binding Satan 
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and giving to the troubled nations de- 
liverance from his power. 

Besides this dispensational picture, we 
have also a very blessed moral and spir- 
itual application. Occupation with the 
glorified Christ is the preliminary to 
service for Him in a world where Satan’s 
antagonism is manifested to all that God 
is doing. This is only overcome by de- 
pendence upon Himself as indicated by 
prayer and fasting. No man is compe- 
tent to meet Satan in his own strength. 
Prayer is the expression of dependence 
upon God, which alone gives victory. 
Fasting is the evidence of such concern 
for spiritual victory that desire for that 
which satisfies carnal appetite is held in 
abeyance. 


The Historical Setting 


The Transfiguration took place, with- 
out reasonable question, not on Mount 
Tabor, as many have supposed, but on 
the upper slopes of lofty Mt. Hermon, 
at the northern extremity of the land. 
The time was approximately late in the 
summer of A.D. 29, shortl¥ after Peter’s 
great confession at Cesarea Philippi. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 9:2.—“After six days.” The Lord 
Jesus Christ had intimated a week be- 
fore that some would not taste death 
till they beheld the Kingdom of God 
come with power. Now He took Peter 
and James and John up into a high 
mountain (Mt. Hermon) where He was 
transfigured before them. The word is 
metamorphosed. It was a change from 
within out. The same word is translated 
changed in 2 Corinthians 3:18, and trans. 
formed in Romans 12:2. 


Verse 3.—“His raiment became shin- 
ing, exceeding white as snow.” The very 
garments of the Lord were affected by 
the glory shining through the veil of 
His flesh. 


Verse 4.—“Elias with Moses ... were 
talking with Jesus.” The Restorer and 
the Lawgiver were seen in His company 
in glorified bodies. The theme of their 
conversation, as given by Luke, was con- 
cerning His approaching death (Luke 9: 
30, 31). In this great event all Heaven 
was interested. 


Verse 5.—“Let us make three taber- 
nacles.” So stirred in heart was Peter 
by what he saw and heard that he felt 
as though he would like to remain con- 
tinuously in so glorious an atmosphere. 
In his somewhat bewildered exaltation of 
mind he suggested that three booths 
should be erected to house the Lord and 
the two Old Testament worthies — “One 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias” (Elijah). But God’s time had not 
yet come for the appearing of the glory 
of the Kingdom in the world at large. 
The foreview was for the eyes of the 
three disciples of the inner circle, not 
for the mass. 


Verse 6.—“They were sore afraid.” It 
was not fear in the sense of dread, but 
rather that awe which overwhelms the 
spirit of mortal man when he comes into 
the presence of Immortality. 


Verse 7.—“A cloud that overshadowed 
them: and a voice ... This is my be- 


loved Son: hear him.” He alone was the 
object of the Father’s delight. Moses 
and Elijah were there to do honor to 
Him—not to be adored as though on 
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the same plane with Himself. The cloud 
veiled the marvelous scene and hid the 
three from men as the Father’s voice 
called attention to the pre-eminence and 
the divine authority of the Son. 


Verse 8.—“They saw no man... save 
Jesus only.” This is as God would 
have it. His Son is the center of His 
counsels and the unchanging delight of 
His heart. He would have others learn 
to appreciate Him, too. Blessed it is 
when all else fades away and Christ 
is left as the Supreme Object of our 
souls and the joy of our hearts, 


Verse 17.—“Master, I have brought 
unto thee my son.” Descending to the 
plain after the night of vision, they 
found a distracted father, who had 
brought his demon-possessed son to the 
other nine disciples, pleading with them 
to help. But they were out of touch and, 
although commissioned to cast out devils 
(6:7), found themselves powerless in this 
particular case. Disappointed in the 
servants, the troubled father recognized 
the Master as He came toward them, and 
began at once to implore Him to free 
his son from the demon. 


Verse 18—“I spake to thy disciples 
that they should cast him out; and they 
could not.” One can understand how 
poignant was the father’s grief and how 
distressed he was when the disciples 
could not help—but in expectancy of 
heart he turns to the Lord Jesus, plead- 
ing, as many other fathers since have 
pleaded, for the deliverance of sons who 
have come under the power of the evil 
one in various ways. 


Verse 19.—“Bring him unto me.” After 
rebuking the nine for their lack of faith, 
Jesus called for the youth to be brought 
to Him. His heart was moved by the 
father’s plea. 


Verse 20.—“He fell on the ground, and 
wallowed foaming.” It was as though 
the unclean spirit realized his tenure of 
the lad’s body was about to be termi- 
nated, and so he would cause as much 
pain and suffering to his poor, wretched 
victim as he could before relinquishing 
him forever. One is reminded how fre- 
quently something like this occurs just 
before a soul who has been Satan-con- 
trolled for years is brought out into the 
light and liberty of the Gospel. 

Verse 21.—“He asked . . . How long is 
it ago since this came unto him?” It 
was not that Jesus did not know, but 
He would have the father’s testimony 
as to the length of the possession, in or- 
der that the people might realize the 
true nature of the trouble and so give 
God the glory when deliverance came. 
From his childhood the lad had been 
abnormal — cruelly controlled by demon 
power. 


Verse 22.—“If thou canst do any thing, 
have compassion on us, and help us.” 


It was the language of a faltering yet 
real faith. But there are no “ifs” when 


Last Week’s Lesson 
6. February 6.—Jesus Feeds the Multi- 
SE Weiceucesenue Mark 6:30-52; 8:1-10 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 20.—Jesus Teaches True 
GE bs cveeees ..Mark 9:30 to 10:45 








it comes to the power of the Lord to 
heal, 

Verse 23.—“If thou canst believe.” 
Jesus turns things completely around. 
The “if’’ was on the seeker’s part. Where 
there is genuine faith “all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.” 


Verse 24.—“Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.” As the tears streamed 
from his eyes, the anxious father as- 
serted his faith; yet recognizing its weak- 
ness, cried for increased confidence, that 
the Lord might undertake on his behalf. 


Verse 25.—“Come out of him, and enter 
no more into him.” With a voice of 
authority the demon was called to re- 
lease his victim and never to control 
him again. 

Verse 26.—“He was as one dead” —so 
strenuous was the convulsion as the evil, 
malignant fiend withdrew and the lad 
fell to the ground as though dead, so 
that many supposed he was actually 
gone. But it proved to be the demon’s 
last act ere the lad was completely freed 
from his malign influence. 


Verse 27.—“Jesus . .. lifted him up; 
and he arose.” Reaching out His hand, 
Jesus laid hold on that of the uncon- 
scious lad and, as He did so, conscious- 
ness and physical strength returned, and 
to the father’s joy the youth came to his 
feet, healed, and in his right mind. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


On the mount, the disciples were taken 
into God’s confidence and given a fore- 
view of the Kingdom to be ushered in 
with power and glory at our Lerd’s sec- 
ond advent. In the plain, they beheld 
anew something of the ravages of sin 
and Satan, under which this poor world 
suffers and groans still, and from which 
it will only be freed completely when 
Christ returns. But all down through 
the present age of evil the Lord Jesus 
is the One who hears the prayer of faith 
and gives deliverance to those who put 
their trust in His Word. No case is too 
difficult for Him to deal with. His dis- 
ciples often fail because of unbelief and 
failure to recognize their own inability 
to work apart from Him, who commis- 
sions them to tepresent Him in this 
scene. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE Two KIncpoMs 
1. The Kingdom of Christ 
a. The Glorified Lord 
b. The Heavenly Saints 


Moses— Type of 
Ones 


Elijah — Type of Changed Ones 
c. The Earthly Saints 


Resurrected 
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The Three Disciples—Type of 
Restored Israel 
2. The Kingdom of Darkness 

a. Satan Controlling through Demon 
Power 

b. The Helplessness of Good Men 
apart from Christ 

ce. Jesus, Conqueror over Satan 

d. The Delivered Lad 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Prophetic Word Confirmed. Peter 
tells us that what he and his companions 
saw and heard on the holy mount con- 
firmed the prophetic word. This is what 
he meant when he wrote of “a more sure 
word of prophecy.” It was not that 
the word of prophecy was more cer- 
tain, and therefore more worthy to be 
relied on than the Father’s voice, but 
the latter confirmed the former. Their 
experiences on the mount gave new force 
to and made clearer the meaning of the 
prophetic word in regard to Christ’s 
coming Kingdom. 


Applications and Summaries 


When Jesus moved about among men, 
His true glory, as the eternal Son, was 
veiled in flesh. On the mount, that glory 
shone through the flesh and dazzled 
those who beheld it. 

When Peter wist not what to say, he 
should have been quiet and said noth- 
ing. But the flesh is ever restless, and 
thus the wrong thing is so often uttered 
in ignorance, 

It was the father who acted on behalf 
of his poor demon-controlled son. So 
we today may bring those to Christ, in 
faith, who have neither the inclination 
nor the apparent ability to come them- 
selves. 

CHIcaGo. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
F WHAT was the Transfiguration a 
picture? 


2. Why were only Peter, James, and 
John taken up the mountain when the Lord 
Jesus was transfigured before them? 


3. What connection has the Transfiguration 
with the resurrection of Christ? 


4. What must the disciples have remem- 
bered about Moses and Elijah when they 
appeared with Christ on the mount? 


5. What was wrong with Peter’s sugges- 
tion to build three tabernacles? 


6. How did God correct their attitudes 
toward the two Old Testament saints? 


7. Why were the disciples po-verless to 
trast out the dumb spirit? They had cast 
yut demons before (Mark 6:13). 


8. How may a Christian today accomplish 
results for God’s glory? 


(Answers on page 80) 
vw 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Youthful Pictures—Elias with 
Moses (Mark 9:4). How did Peter know 
these two visitors from the other world 
were these two Hebrew worthies of the 
long, long ago? It would seem that we 
do not lose our identity when we get 
to Heaven. We are still “Tom, Dick, and 
Harry, and their sister Sue.” 

The readers of this Corner know that 
I have always contended that the artists 
who draw and paint Elijah and Moses 
in this scene as old men are all wrong. 
They should have pictured Elijah as he 
was that aay he ran away from Jezebel, 
and Moses as he was the day he smote 
the Egyptian. (1 Kings 19:4; Exod. 2: 
11, 12.) 

Our daughter has hunted up an old 
photograph taken of Mrs. Ridgway and 
myself about the time we were married. 
It was in 1884. I was 28 and Mrs. Ridg- 
way was—well, I did not marry a 
schoolgirl! She has had an artist friend 
make miniatures, about 8x10, in color. 
You would never know the good-look- 
ing young fellow was me. Mother used 
to tell folks “Our Willie was a purty 
baby, but he grew up plain!” I used 
to come back at her, “They tell me I 
look like my mother and the rest of 
the Hances !” 

One of the Philadelphia newspapers 
prints the pictures of the prominent citi- 
zens on their birthdays. The pictures 
of the men I know must have been taken 
away back near the 30-year birthday. 
The Trues, and other papers, have been 
printing a similar old picture of me, I told 
the president of my Philadelphia bank, 
who is an old fellow just retired to the 
“Chairman of the Board,” and whose pic- 
ture had just been prihted, showing a 
young man: “Mr. T.,I felt a little guilty 
in allowing a young picture of me to 
be printed, but when the president of 
one of Philadelphia’s biggest banks does 
it my conscience is well salved !” 

The point is this: I am just wondering 
if this “throw back” is not an indication 
of the 30-year instinct that is in us. We 
are to be like Him—and He was 30, 
or thereabouts, (1 John 3:2; Phil, 3:21.) 


Bible Conferences.—Master, it is good 
for us to be here (v. 5). It is always 
not only “good” but great good to go 
up into the mountains, or into the woods, 
or anywhere we can be alone with con- 
genial friends and the Master. 

In the year 1896, while “the panic of 
1892” was on, the Pennsylvania Young 
Men’s Christian Association held one of 
the very first religious conferences ever 
held in this state. There was a fully 
equipped bankrupt hotel on the high 
bluff opposite Sunbury, which could be 
hired for a trifling price. So we met 
there in June, 1896. The late Mr. Fred 
Shipp, who was an assistant state sec- 
retary, undertook the job of “landlord.” 


It was new business to him. We ran 
out of everything, even the “pertaters”! 
It was a case of plain living and high 
thinking. But somehow or other nobody 
found fault (“kicked”), and we had the 
traditional “good time” on this moun- 
taintop of Shickilimy. We could all 
cry “Amen” to Peter’s exclamation. 

But now listen! We had no money 
to speak of, and so the oniy speakers 
we could get were those who could come 
for carfare and board. “Unknown men,” 
as they are often called. Here they are: 
Dr. Wilbur Chapman, a Philadelphia 
preacher; Dr. Reuben Torrey, from the 
West somewhere; Charles E. Hurlburt, 
ex-state secretary of the Y.M.C.A.; Jim 
McConkey, an iceman of Wrightsville. 
Among the delegates were: William Pet- 
tingill, Y.M.C.A. secretary at Warren, 
Pa.; Mr. C. L. Huston, of Lukens Steel 
Company and president of the Coates- 
ville Y.M.C.A.; Robert B. Haines, of Ger- 
mantown; William H. Ridgway, of 
Coatesville. They all met together on 
a mountaintop with the Lord Jesus, 
(Matt. 18:20; 1 Sam, 2:30.) 

Notice what happened. Dr. Chapman 
and Dr. Torrey later became famous 
evangelists all over the English-speaking 
world. Charles Hurlburt took the Af- 
rica Inland Mission and saved it from 


“Now are we children of 
God, and it is not yet made 
manifest what we shall 


be. We know that, if he ace 
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failure, and made it the great force it 
is today. James McConkey became a 
famous Bible teacher. Fred Shipp be- 
came a national Y.M.C.A. secretary. 
William H. Pettingill is a popular Bible 
teacher. Mr. C. L. Huston became head 
of the evangelistic work of the Presby- 
terian Church. Mr. Robert B. Haines was 
the head of the Scripture Gift Mission. 
Eleven years after the meeting with the 
Lord on Mt. Shickilimy, the man Ridg- 
way, in 1907, began writing this Busy 
Men’s Corner. 

Say, who says Bible conferences do 
not pay, when the Master is present! 


The Work Down in the Valley.—Mas- 
ter, I have brought unto thee my son 
(v. 17). There is never a “mountain” 
privilege without a “valley” opportunity. 
When you come up close to Heaven, 
and then go down into the valley, you 
are likely to have many a “son” with 
trouble come to you or “brought” to you. 

After I became a real Christian, — 
and began training for the job in the 
Angel of the Lord Department I would 
like to get in the next world,—I have 
been kept busy down here in the valley. 

A woman—quite a number of her— 
comes to me, and with trembling in her 


voice and tears in her eyes pleads, “Mr. 


to be 


ey Watetu mets 


he 


> Wi ¢ 


is eae Me 1a Sean m= 





Rg, 4 

















Lan at OS 





Ridgway, will you speak to my son Tom? 
I am afraid he is getting into bad ways 
in bad company.” In the old saloon days 
I was often in the saloons of the town 
hunting for the “Toms,” at Mother’s re- 
quest. I later helped put these saloons 
out of business. 


When I got into this Corner I got down 
into the valley in a big way. All kinds 
of soms have been brought to me. 

On the 23rd of May of last year I cele- 
brated my 50th anniversary as superin- 
tendent of the Rock Run Mission Sunday 
School. Rock Run is in a very narrow 
valley where the Brandywine breaks 
through the North hills to cross the great 
Chester Valley. When a man dies and 
leaves a family, the widow moves to 
Rock Run where she can get a house at 
small rent, and in some way keep her 
little family together. The children get 
to Sunday school, and so they are very 
apt to adopt me in place of their de- 
parted father. 


Consequently, all these years, I have 
been able to serve mry Master “down in 
the valley.” At the present day I have 
the children and grandchildren of those 
I had fifty years ago. While down in 
Coatesville, quite a number of the out- 
standing citizens are my boys and girls 
of years ago. 


It is the Lord who has done the work 
through me “down in the valley.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
Thou hast spoken to us in mountaintop ex- 
periences, and in the hours when Thou didst 
draw us near to Thyself in the ,experiences 
in the valleys of life. Thou art at Home in 
the heavenlies, and Thou dost understand 
every detail of the needs among which our 
lives are spent. Thou dost stoop to the lowly 
places of our pilgrimage, and Thou dost also 
take Thy place among those who are the 
leaders of Thy people. Help us to be very 
humble before Thee, whether upon the moun- 
taintop or in the valley, and may Thy name 
be ever lovely and filled with power. In Thy 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As we study God’s 
Word we notice that our Lord is perfectly 
equal to those hours of great exaltation 
and also those hours of humble ministry. 
A lesson like this helps us to remember 
Him as One who was much more than 
man, and at the same time as One who 
Was more than equal to the calls for 
service resting upon Him as He moved 
among men. We need to see Him in 
shining glory on the mountaintop, and 
in His ministry of service among the 
people of His daily walk. That which 
He received in the glory that shone 
around Him, He gave forth in the glory 
of unceasing service to men around Him. 
While we may reflect in our own lives 
the glory that came to the disciples from 


their mountaintop experience with Him, 
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we shall not neglect the blessing that we 
can be to others under the gracious 
touch of His Spirit. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ToDAy’s SUGGESTION 


¢¢¥ WISH I could stay home from Sun- 

day school because I’m scared of 
the teacher. She yells at us, and jerks 
us by the shoulder, and sits us down 
hard on the chair.” 


Here is a teacher who either believes 
in discipline or else has an irritable dis- 
position. If it is discipline at which she 
is aiming she is missing the mark. A 
good disciplinarian is not cross, but firm 
and kindly. One who shouts at the chil- 
dren and jerks them about will put fear 
into the hearts of the timid children, 
and rebellion in the unafraid ones, and 
she will never have a cheerful, happy, 
well-behaved class. She herself creates 
a wrong atmosphere. 


If she is a nervous person whom little 
children irritate, she should not be teach- 
ing small children. The Primary teacher 
needs a deep and steady love for little 
children, which includes patience and 
humor. Every teacher needs a special 
unction from on high, that she may be 
prepared for her task, and it sometimes 
seems as if the Primary teacher more 
urgently needs it than any other. Her 
task is so important; little children are 
so sensitive and impressionable; a mis- 
take is so hard to erase in the heart of 
the child. Ask the Lord for grace, and 
then more grace, for your task as Pri- 
mary teacher. 


Topay’s Lesson 


1. People in today’s lesson. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Elijah, Moses, 
Peter, James, John, other disciples, 
great multitude, boy with dumb 
spirit, boy’s father. 

2. The lesson story. 

This is another good story for the 
small child. Some good visual aid 
will help you, a flannel picture of 
the mountain, or figures of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the disciples, — Peter, 
James, and John, — Moses, Elijah, to 
be used on the mountain. Then turn 
to the other part of the story —the 
poor sick boy at the foot of the 
mountain, with his anxious father 
and the poor helpless disciples. This 
would be very good on the flannel- 
graph, as you could locate the moun- 
taintop scene, and also the one at 
the foot of the mountain, so that the 
children can get an accurate idea of 
what happened. 

Once again you can emphasize the 
deity of Christ, God the Son, to which 
the Voice on the mountain testified. 
Then you can tell the children the beau- 
tiful story of how the Lord of glory came 
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down from that mount where He had 
been for awhile in a bit of Heaven’s 
glory, and with compassion and love, He 
healed the poor sick boy whose dis- 
tracted father had brought him to Jesus. 

We all love to go to church and Sun- 
day school, for there we worship God 
and have fellowship with other people 
who love the Lord Jesus. It is like a 
mountaintop. But we have something 
else to do. There are people outside 
who need to know about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We should go out and tell them 
the Gospel story. After we have been 
on the mountaintop, we should always go 
out in real missionary work. You can 
tell this to the children simply. There 
are two sides to our duty: one is our 
duty to the Lord Jesus, and the other 
is our duty to those about us; one is 
worship, the other is work. The little 
girl or boy who has been to Primary 
class on Sunday is in line to be a good 
missionary during the week as he or 
she tells other children about the Lord, 
and asks them to come to Sunday schoo) 
next Sunday. 


Mopesto, Catir. 
4 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HE children may judge the sacri- 

ficial element in the offering they 
bring for relief by comparing it with 
the amount they spent for valentines. 

Have the children list again the powers 
that proved the Lord to be God in hu- 
man form: stilling the storm, restoring 
the insane, curing the incurable, making 
the dead live, feeding thousands, walk- 
ing on the sea. Were Peter, James, ana 
John convinced? See what they said in 
John 6:68, 69 and Mark 8:27-29. But 
God knew that things were to happen 
to the Lord Jesus — He was to be abused 
by men, He was to die—that might 
look as if He were only a man after all. 
These disciples might wonder if they 
had been mistaken about Him. So God 
gave them another proof, direct from 
Himself, that the Lord Jesus was none 
other than His very Son. 

The Lord and His friends had been 
taking a long walk. Some of them stayed 
at the foot of a mountain, while the 
Lord went on farther up with His three 
most understanding disciples for a night 
of prayer. Some time during that night 
Peter, James,;and John saw something 
they never forgot. A light of glory as 
bright as the sun was shining right out 
of the Lord’s body. Even His clothes 
became dazzling white like snow. Two 
men appeared in glory and talked with 
Him. They were two of the greatest 
men of Old Testament days, Moses and 
Elijah — “Elias” he is called in the New 
Testament. 

In the glow of Heaven which shone 
about these three, they were talking, 
not of the glories of Heaven nor of the 
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%& by Russell Bradley Jones..A book to 
help you appreciate the depth of the 
Epistle to the Colossians. It portrays 
Christ as the believer’s substitute, empha- 
sizing the wonder of Christ’s indwelling 
all Christians. 92 pp., paper. 50c 








power and majesty of God, but of the 
death of the Lord which was soon to 
come at Jerusalem. That death was the 
big event in which Heaven itself was 
interested. “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave... .” The very hope of 
Moses’ and Elijah’s being in Heaven, and 
the only hope of your and my being 
there, depended on that death. It must 
have been comforting to the Lord to 
have this little taste of Heaven again, 
and to know that what He was about 
to do was understood and appreciated 
by those in Heaven. 

The bright cloud of God’s glory 
hovered above. Out of this came a 
voice, “This is my beloved Sor, in whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 
17:5). 

The disciples fell on their faces in fear, 

When they again looked up, they saw 
only Jesus with themselves. Peter and 
John never forgot this night which 
proved to them the Lord’s place in 
Heaven. Find John 1:14 and 2 Peter 1: 
16-18, and see what they wrote about it 
many years later. 

The next morning when the Lord and 
His three companions reached the foot 
of the mountain, an excited crowd of 
people met them. There was a father 
with his only boy —a boy who was deaf 
and dumb and had terrible fits because 
of an evil spirit that had him in its 
power. There were nine disappointed 
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in Bible courses many wonderful and blessed truths from lectures and text- 
books without being taught how to dig out these blessings from the Bible 
by themselves.” 

Ever since its inception the Prairie Bible Institute has used the “Gui e- 
Question Method of Bible Study and Exposition” by which the students are being 
taught to dig out truths from the Bible by themselves. When the student comes 
to the Book of Galatians, for instance, he is given a set of 25 questions such 
as the following: 

1. Search carefully through this letter and explain what serious error the Galatians 

were runninginto. Note especially 1:6, 7; 2:3, 16, 21; 3:3; 4:9, 10; 5:1-3 and 6:12. 


2. How was this being brought about? Note particularly 1:7; 5:10,12; 4:17; 6:12, 13. 
For further light see Acts 15:1-29. 


3. Very definitely translate the Galatian situation into one or more like situations 
peculiar to present times. 


4. How serious would a perversion of the Gospel which Paul had preached to the 
Galatians be, whether made by anyone else or even by himself? 

With such questions before him— but without previous lectures, outlines, 
or outside “helps”— the student must search, think, dig, pray, and produce his 
own written and original findings to be read in class. After investigating this 
“Guide-Question Method” the average Bible School or Seminary graduate says: 
“I wish I had studied the Bible under that method. had so many books 
and lectures about the Bible instead of the Bible itself.” 
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disciples who had tried to make the evil’ 


spirit come out but who had failed. 
There were the scribes who were al- 
ways finding fault with the Lord and 
were now arguing with His disciples. 
There were also many curious and in- 
terested onlookers. 

What the Lord did for the child you 
know well enough. But He did not do 
it right off. He told the father he must 
have faith; he must believe in Him— 
“If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth.” The 
poor father realized that his faith was 
not perfect, but he had some faith, so 
he at once asked the Lord to help him, 
“I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
Then faith came, and the Lord healed 
the boy. Later, of course, the disciples 
asked why they could not cast out the 
evil spirit. You haven’t faith enough; 
you don’t pray enough; you are too self- 
ish was the meaning of the Lord’s an- 
swer. For this week’s verse from the 
Lord’s words let us write what He told 
the father who wanted so much to see 
his boy normal: “If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth” (Mark 9:23). 

This week’s readings ending with 8:21, 
26, 30, 33; 9:1, 13, 29 will include Mark’s 
account of these wonderful events. Mark 
worked with Peter later, so we can im- 
agine he is retelling these stories as he 
had heard Peter tell them time after 
time. 


BUCKSPORT, MAINE. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
llustrations are accepted may be. had from 
the. Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli pes from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


When He Was Willing to Ask.—I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief (Golden 
Text). A poor drunkard, Samuel Had- 
ley, is kneeling at the penitent form 
in the Water Street Rescue Mission, New 
York City. The superintendent, Jerry 
McAuley, the converted river thief, is 
trying to lead him to Christ. He tells 
him to pray. The answer is, “I can’t.” 
“But you must,” is the swift reply. And 
after a few moments of mental struggle 
and soul anguish, this prayer is heard: 
“Dear Jesus, can you help me?” What 
is this but another form of the petition 
offered centuries before: “Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief’? Both 
prayers were instantly and miraculously 
answered. Saving faith is impossible 
apart from prayer.—From the Bible To- 
day. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Mason City, 
Nebr. 


The Waiting Christ—And they were 
talking with Jesus (Mark 9:4). Some- 


times I feel that Christ would find Him- 
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self a little lonely in our churches to- 
day. I can imagine Him sitting in 
humble disguise in the churches, and 
then when He came out, saying: “They 
spoke earnestly of Me as a Helper, as 
One who sympathizes with all the op- 
pressed; as One who hates injustice, 
hypocrisy, and war. All that was good, 
but I waited in vain to hear them speak 
of that about which Moses and Elijah 
spoke with Me on the mount, that which 
is dearest to My heart, and dearest to 
the heart of My Father in Heaven, how 
I died on the cross for their sins.”"—From 
“Peter and His Lord,” by Clarence E. 
Macartney. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; and L, G. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Letting Him Make the Choice.—Mas- 
ter, it is good for us to be here: and 
let us make three tabernacles (v. 5). 
The Lord had something for Peter much 
better than that. I remember years ago 
living in a town where I could never 
buy anything to fit me. I used to send 
away occasionally to a certain large store 
for what I needed, and they would send 
me printed order forms. At the bottom 
of the forms were some such words as 
these: “If we have not the article you 
order in stock, may we substitute?” Once 
I said, “Yes,” and they wrote, “We are. 
sorry we have not in stock the article 
you ordered, but we are substituting —,” 
and they sent me something that was 
worth double the price I paid. They 
made it a rule, if they could not supply 
the article ordered, to substitute with one 
of a much better quality. Ever after 
that I printed it out boldly so they would 
understand it— “Y-E-S.” When we pray 
to God, we had better put on the order 
form that we are quite willing to let 
Him substitute, for every time He does 
He sends us something far better, “Ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.’—From the Gospel Wit- 
ness. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Going Where the Need Is Greatest.— 
And as they came down from the moun- 
tain (v. 9). At a conference of the 
American Presbyterian Mission in the 
Cameroons, an African Christian from 
the Makae field, said: ‘When I left my 
town, my friends cried: ‘We’ll never see 
you again. You are going to the land 
of cannibals and sleeping sickness.’ Yet 
here I am, back from that country, to 
tell you that they are becoming Chris- 
tians there in large numbers. You say 
you can’t go there to spread the Gospel, 
because of sleeping sickness? Many 
traders, both black and white, are go- 
ing there for money. When the dis- 
ciples suggested building three taber- 
nacles on the mountain where the glory 
was, Christ told them to go down where 
the needy people were. We must leave 
the glory of our towns, the glory of 
cocoa and the money it brings, and go 
where the sleeping sickness is and where 





they are calling for the Gospel.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. 


A Thought-Provoking Mistake.—I 
spake to thy disciples that they should 
cast him out; and they could not (v. 18). 
It is said that an old colored man, in 
reading a well-known hymn which con- 
tains the line, “Judge not the Lord by 
feeble sense,” mistook the word “sense” 
and gave this odd version: “Judge not 
the Lord by feeble saints.” What a pity 
that people will judge the Lord that 
way !—From the Christian Herald (Lon- 
don). Sent by L. G, James, Toronto, 
Can.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


His Pulpit a Jail.—All things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth (v. 23). Dr. 
Heber Jones, a missionary to Korea, told 
how a Korean preacher was cast into 
prison in Seoul some years ago with 
eighteen criminals. He was kept there 
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for five months. When he came out, the 
eighteen criminals were eighteen Chris- 
tians.—From The Sunday School Times, 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 75) 
1. Of the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


2. These three were the inner circle of 
the disciples, just a little closer to the Lord 
than the others. 


3. The glory that shone from the body 
of Christ was a vision of what the glorified 
resurrection body will be. The appearance 
of Moses and Elijah was a confirmation of 
the truth of life after death, and of the 
coming resurrection of believers. 


4. The disciples must have remembered 
the miracles associated with Moses’ and Eli- 
jah’s lives. 


5. He was putting Moses and Elijah on 
the same plane with the Lord Jesus, and 
God would not have that. 


6. God let a cloud hide the two men from 
view, and called attention to the deity of 
His Son, in contrast to the humanity of His 
companions. 


7. The Lord’s own answer to this ques- 
tion, ‘This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting.” His exclama- 
tion in verse 19 would imply iack of faith 
on their part, also. 


8. Pray, believe, and work! God will take 
care of results. 


fies 
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THERE SHALL BE NO ZION! 


So runs Adolf Schickelgruber’s 
challenge to God. This is the 
meaning of the present titanic 
array of demon forces! And 
‘‘yet,’’ says God, ‘‘I have set my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion.’’ 
God's every eternal purpose is to 
establish a redeemed Israel in a 
redeemed Jerusalem, with the 
King of kings ruling in world 
supremacy. ‘To this pronounce- 
ment, a Satan-energized Nazi 
horde shrieks, ‘‘Ii shall not be! 
We shall destroy every Jew on 
this earth first!’’ 

Who will win — Adolf or 
God? And if God’s interests are 
centered on Israel’s redemption, 
where should yours be? 

Your continued fellowship is 
truly needed in these sad days 
for Israel. Our paper, Zhe 
Chosen People, is sent to all con- 
tributors, and is proving a blessing 
to many of the Lord’s people. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Gop Is Aste To Use Your LiFe. 
Witt You Ler Him? 


OST born-again girls, who have the 

privilege of serving the Lord called 
to their attention, want to do something 
spectacular for Him. Why do they so 
often fail? How can they serve Christ 
victoriously? It takes prayer and prac- 
tice, faith and faithfulness, vision and 
vitality. We must not seek the imprac- 
tical, easy thing that will keep us from 
disagreeable contact with a difficult 
world; neither must we struggle in 
our inadequate, single-handed human 
strength to bring relief to people and 
conditions. We must center our aspira- 
tions in Christ, and like His servants of 
other days, we must permit His Spirit 
to have His way with us. 

We might illustrate the importance of 
letting God work through us with two 
pictures. In one the characters are big, 
both those who are suffering and those 
who are serving filling the entire scene. 
Kind, generous attempts are being made 
to satisfy human need, and in many cases 
the outward circumstances are being 
changed. 

In the other picture the characters 
are small and far away while the glory 
of God overshadows the workers and 
those who need help alike. Only as His 
Spirit penetrates the inner lives can they 
find hope, freedom, and everlasting life. 
Human beings may change outer condi- 
tions, but only God can redeem a heart. 
When the Lord said, “If thou canst be- 
lieve, all things are possible to him that 
believeth,” He meant that we should be- 
lieve, not in ourselves, but in Him. We 
can bring permanent relief to our neigh- 
bors only as we bring them to Christ. 
In the meantime we must pray and be- 
lieve. 

Christ’s power to operate is always 
sufficient for the need. It did not mat- 
ter whether He was working through the 
personality of yielded Moses, Elijah, 
Peter, or through His own earthly body, 
His miraculous power was and is the 
same (Heb. 13:8). As Peter suggested 
building three tabernacles, he may have 
been thinking of the similarity in the 
miracles of Moses, and Elijah, and those 
which he had already seen His Lord 
perform, but just then he did ‘not real- 
ize that Moses and Elijah could never 
have brought any miracles to pass had 
it not been for the power of this same 
Lord who stood by their side. 

Christ does not want to occupy a 
dwelling made with hands. He wants 
to occupy you and me. We are His great- 
est miracles. We are sinners trans- 
formed by His grace. 

Pass out copies for home study of the 
following review of miracles which Peter, 
James, and John might have remem- 
bered. As we marvel at God’s past per- 
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formances of amazing power, let us 
praise Him that “his hand is stretched 
out still,” and His resources are still at 
the command of our faith and prayer: 

1. Miracles Involving Food and Water: 
in the wilderness (Exod. 16; 17); at the 
Brook Cherith (1 Kings 17:2-7); by Gali- 
lee (Mark 6:44; 8:9). 

2. Miracles over Nature: crossing the 
Red Sea (Exod. 14:29); crossing the Jor- 
dan (2 Kings 2:6-8); walking on Galilee 
(Mark 6:48-50). 

3. Miracles Involving Divine Judg- 
ment: Korah’s death (Num. 16:5, 28-32); 
prophets of Baal overcome (1 Kings 18: 
38-40); demons cast into swine (Mark 
5:12, 13). 

4. Miracles Involving Life: snake- 
bitten ones restored (Num. 21:5-9); 
widow’s son raised (1 Kings 17:21, 22); 
Jairus’ daughter raised (Mark 5:41, 42). 

5. God’s Voice Heard: introducing 
Himself to Moses (Exod. 34:5-11); intro- 
ducing Himself to Elijah (1 Kings 19: 
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11-18); introducing His Son to the dis- 
ciples (Mark 9:7, 8). 

“And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were with 
him in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1:18). 


ALPAuUGH, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are degrees of 

faith. Maybe that does not mean 
anything to you just now, but, believe 
me, when ycu come against the real 
issues of life it will mean a lot. Doubt- 
less even now you are grappling with 
some problems. Maybe you have al- 
ready felt the sting of defeat as you 
have bucked against disappointment, for 
boys do have upsets and backsets. I 
know from experience. As I look back 
upon some of mine, they seem trivial now, 
but they were big and hard and mean 
at the time. 

All through life you will be facing 
difficulties, and the older you grow, the 
bigger and more baffling they will be — 
impossibilities, in fact. You will over- 
come them according to your faith — faith 
in the power and the willingness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to see you through to 
success; so get acquainted with faith, 
and learn all you can about it right 
now that it may begin early to be a 
real factor in your life. 

The father of that boy who had “a 
dumb spirit,” found out what it meant 
to have a progressive faith in Jesus 
Christ. The father told the Lord that 
whenever the boy was seized by the 
evil spirit, he would gnash his teeth; 
he would foam at the mouth; he would 
struggle in agony, and then faint dead 
away. That was a terrible distress to 
the boy’s father, and he was desperate 
for help. The disciples had not been 
able to do anything for him, so he sought 
the help of the Lord Jesus. 

And here is where the “degree of 
faith” came in. Jesus said to him, “If 
thou canst believe, all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.” The father 
cried out, “Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.” Wasn’t that strange? 
He had some faith, but he did not have 
enough to go the whole way. But here 
is where he did the wise thing. He asked 
Jesus to complete his faith. That is a 
prayer that the Lord will never turn 
down, He completed that father’s faith 
and rewarded it by commanding the evil 
spirit to leave, and thus immediately 
and completely curing the boy. Not 
only that, but He commanded that the 
boy should never, never have that trou- 
ble again. That is the way the Lord 
Jesus Christ does things! Try it out, 
and trust Him for your problem. 

Avon Park, FLa. 
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CHRISTIAN YouTtH is the TrmEs paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 13 


I. My Neighbor: The Negro 
(Rom. 15;1-7; Ruth 4:1-12) 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

E ARE living in a time when, by 

means of the radio, the airplane, 
and the automobile, world frontiers have 
been brought to our very doorsteps. 
The global war in which we are now 
engaged has emphasized the importance 
of co-operating with those of other races 
and other colors. However, as our topic 
reminds us, there are some races already 
within the borders of our land with 
which it is vitally important that we 
learn to live in amity, good will, and 
peace. 


And certainly believers, of all people, 
should be ready to do all within their 
power to demonstrate a spirit of help- 
fulness and concern especially for those 
races that have, by reason of lack of 
opportunity or environment or because 
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ie § night,” writes a worker, “400 
men jammed a small recreation 
hall in Camp Butner, many of them 
standing. There was a holy hush. About 
fifty responded to the invitation, among 
them a young man who afterward gave 
the following testimony: 


“He had never been inside a church, 
and had been cursing all churches and 
preachers. Though but a lad, he had 
been machine gunner in two Commando 
raids. With his companions he was re- 
turning to the Irish coast in an invasion 
barge. Suddenly there was a terrific 
explosion. The barge was completely 
demolished. His skull was fractured, and 
3 twenty-one stitches were taken in his 


A Sunday Evening Service with the stereopticon 
assisting. Notice the earnest faces. Inset: Con- 
sulting his best guide, a P.T.L. Testament, 


The “Something” was “Someone.” 


head. He was unconscious for nine days, 
and meanwhile was returned to the 
U.S.A., supposedly to die. However, he 
regained consciousness, gradually re- 
covered his health, and had arrived at 
Camp Butner only that day. 


“He was gloriously saved that night, and 
told us of a sweetheart in New Jersey who 
had been praying for his conversion. 
can see him_ now, his hand clutching the 
little New Testament in his heart the 
Living Word. Three nights later his Chap- 
lain added to our happiness by remarking: 
‘That little Commando surely has got 
something.” We knew, as he did, that the 
‘something’ was Someone!’ 
The P.T.L. is the original organization of 
wuts name. We earnestly covet your prayers 
for our ministry, which is purely a work 
of faith. Send for free illustrated quarterly 
to Dept. 7-144 


Address all communications to 


i” POChET TESTAMENT LEAGUE Jrcorponaed 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, /56 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK /0,N.4. 
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of man’s cruelty or indifference, been 
underprivileged or downtrodden. Cer- 
tainly no true follower of the Lord Jesus 
will withhold his compassion and help 
from any needy person because of race 
or color. 


On the contrary, following our Lord’s 
example of the Good Samaritan, be- 
lievers will go out of their way to do 
more than mere morality demands in 
seeking to better the conditions of less 
privileged races. 

se 

However, there is a shallow sentimen- 
tality and a false Christianity abroad to- 
day against which believers need to be 
on their guard. It thrives wherever so- 
called Liberalism or Modernism is found. 
It would have us believe that somehow 
a great mistake has been made in the 
segregation of races, and that it is up to 
Christians to remedy the situation by in- 
termingling just as much as possible with 
those of other races. 

Those who hold this view are fond of 
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quoting from Paul’s sermon on Mars’ 
Hill, “God . . . hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth” (Acts 17:24-26). 
But, strangely, they halt this quotation 
in the middle of a verse and seldom 
continue with the equally compelling 
statement, “And hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation.” 


It is God who made the black race, the 
red race, the yellow race, and the white 
race, and under God’s perfect plan the 
boundaries of their dwelling places on 
the earth were fixed. Man’s sin and 
greed and hatred have broken down 
some of these barriers, and it is sin that 
has brought disagreement and misundere 
standing and unlove upon the race, 


se 


The remedy is not in a further attempt 
to destroy the boundaries that God has 
set through intermingling and inter- 
dwelling, but by restoring men and 
women of every race — white, black, red, 
and yellow —to that relationship to God 
which God intended from the beginning 
and under which all can live in peace 
and harmony and love. 

As Christians we know that this resto- 
ration comes only through belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and accepting Him as 
Saviour, and therefore our greatest 


_ service to those of any other race is the 


winning of them for Christ, so that He 
may do in the heart, not only of the 
black man but of the white man as well, 
that redeeming and transforming work 


that alone can bring harmony and un- 


derstanding and true Christian brother- 
hood. 
pd 


Carried to its logical conclusion the 
false philosophy of intermingling brings 
only sorrow and heartache and greater 
misunderstanding. If those of other races 
are to be our next-door neighbors and 
are to be welcomed into the intimacy 
of our family circles and included in 
our social groups, it is the most natural 
and logical next step to fall in love with 
and intermarry with those of other races. 

Christian missionaries on the foreign 
field know what a tragedy lies in this 
direction. Dr. Jonathan Goforth of China 
once warned a young American girl of 
the danger toward which she was headed 
when she planned to marry a young Chi- 
nese physician. Both were educated and 
cultured, and on the surface it might 
seem that they could find true happiness 
together. But Dr. Goforth wisely pointed 
out that the children of such a union 
would be neither Chinese nor American, 
and that they would be unaccepted and 
despised in whichever race they sought 
to find social fellowship. For genera- 
tions this problem would be a burden 
on posterity, even though the original 
couple might be willing to brave the dis- 
approval and ostracism shown toward 
them, 
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Whether we like it or not we cannot 
ignore the fact that human nature is 
what it is, and, however sincere or high- 
minded may be the motive for such 
racial intermingling, those who disre- 
gard or seek to break down accepted 
social practices must nevertheless live 
in human society and face the conse- 
quences of their act. What is more, they 
subject innocent young lives to con- 
tempt, misunderstanding, and exclusion, 
with the result that bitterness and mis- 
understanding and hatred between races 
is encouraged rather than helped. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 
Silvio 
By Inez Wilson 


| Fraps: SILVIO lived with his mother 
in a little mud hut in Bolivia. 

As you will have guessed he is an In- 
dian boy. Like David of the Bible story, 
he cares for sheep. So does his mother. 
His father is away working for a rubber 
company. 

A few weeks ago a missionary came 
to the little settlement where the fam- 
ily lived. It was the first time Silvio 
had ever heard a missionary speak. He 
told them about Jesus, the Good Shep- 
herd. And because most of the boys in 
the congregation were shepherd boys, he 
told them the story of David the shep- 
herd boy. He told them how David 
played a harp, and that perhaps he took 
this harp with him and played on it 
while he watched the sheep. They were 

~told how David learned to use a sling 
with a stone, and that he killed a giant 
who was defying the armies of God. 

“What a great man David was!” Silvio 
thought, as he sat on the hillside today 
watching the sheep. 

Silvio does not have a harp, but he 
does have a panpipe. It is made of six 
reeds. They are hound together by .a 
cord. The longest one is twelve inches 
long. The one next to it is two inches 
shorter, and the one next to that two 
inches shorter, and the other four are 
each two inches shorter than the one 
next to it, so the sixth one is not very 
long. 

Silvio is happy when he is sitting on 
the hillside watching the sheep while 
they eat, or following them along a path 
while he plays his panpipe. He also 
has a bow and arrow and he shoots very 
well with it. 

His mother comes and sits down beside 
Silvio while they eat their midday meal 
of dried meat and dried potatoes. They 
have the same food for their breakfast 
and for their evening meal. 

“Mother, did you like the story the 
missionary man told about Jesus?” 

“It was a very good story.” 

“And did you like the one about the 
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_ Shepherd boy that killed the giant with 


a stone?” 

“He was very brave.” 

“The missionary said David was not 
afraid because he was doing what was 
right. Mother, when I grow up do you 
suppose I can help other people to learn 
about Jesus the way the missionary man 
does?” 

“We will ask the missionary man,” his 
mother said. 

Years passed and Silvio did become a 
preacher to his people. Many times he 
was in danger like David, but he never 
ran away. God always took care of him. 

PALMDALE, CALIF. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 7 to 13 

Mon.—Mark 9:2-8. Jesus on the Mountain, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus ... lead- 
eth them up into an high mountain apart 
by themselves.” The first sermon of 
Christ was on a mountain; and it was 
from a mountain that He bade farewell 
to His disciples. When He comes again 
“His feet shall stand ... on the mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on 
the east” (Zech. 14:4). On the mount 
of Transfiguration great things happened 
in the lives of the disciples (2 Pet. 1:16- 
18). We, through grace, get the benefit 
of all the mountains, including Calvary, 
as though we had been there in person, 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray that you may enter more fully into 
fellowship with your Lord. 
Tues.—Mark 9:14-19. The Impotent Disciples, 

PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Thy disciples 

. could not.” Christ is injured when 

His servants are weak in their work for 
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Him. It is the privilege of all believers 
to be “strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.” Weak Christians 
disappo’~t many people, and awaken the 
bad feelings of unbelievers. The sor- 
rowing world still looks in vain to many 
servants of Christ for aid. Pray fora 
new: awakening word from the Lord to 
all impotent Christians. 
Wed.—Mark 9:20-29. Jesus in the Valley. 
Prayer Succestions: “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief.” Down in the 
valley of sorrow and despair Jesus came 
from His glorious transfiguration on the 
mount. He loves to relieve the distresses 
of mankind. He would do more for men 
if-He had more faithful servants. Pray 
that the Lord will quicken you in spirit, 
mind, and body so that you will be a 
chosen vessel meet for His use. 
Thurs.—Revelation 1:12-18. 
The Glorified Christ. 
PrayYER Succestions: “And when I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as dead.” A sight 
of Christ humbles us to the dust. His 
holiness and glory make the beholder to 
fall down in reverence and godly fear. 
The glorified One is He who bled for us 
on the tree, and who called us by His 
grace. And has He not prayed that we 
may be with Him and behold His glory? 
(John 17:24.) Pray for a richer experi- 
ence of Christ so that your life will be- 
come more truly His. 
Fri.—Isaiah 6:1-8. 
Isaiah’s Vision and Service. 
Prayer Succestions: “I saw the Lord 
‘ . I heard the voice of the Lord.” 
Vision and God’s directing Word are the 
twin needs of every Christian. Without 
a view of the glory of God, as seen in 
the face of Christ, we are without a 
transforming experience; and without 
His directing Word we are without 
“marching orders.” The Lord has to melt 
our souls and speak to our hearts before 
we can see others melted by what we 
speak to them for Him. Pray for a 
clearer view of Christ and for a deeper 
understanding of His will for your life 
service. 
Sat.—Exodus 24:12-18. 
Moses on the Mount of God. 
PraYER SuccEsTions: “Come up to me 
into the mount.” God invites His serv- 
ants to “draw near.” We all need His 
Word, but we all need Him more. If we 
get nearer to God we shall always get 
closer to the people of God, and to sin- 
ners needing salvation. If we let Him 
speak to us, we shall always have some- 
thing good and great to say to others. 
Pray for more love to Christ. 
Sun.—Psalm 24. “Who Shall Ascend?” 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “His holy place.” 
Those who are not “born again” never 
could be happy even if they could get 
into Heaven. The nature of Heaven’s 
happiness is such that only those who 
have been given a “new heart” can en- 
joy its holiness, inhabitants, and pleas- 
ures. Pray for a greater soul-awakening 


ministry in the churches. 
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Through the Bible Study 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
“I know of no Sunday school course a 
that can equal it because it slights no 
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part of God’ s Word. It is truly compre- 
hensive.” — Dr. Carl Armerding 


Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 





middle aged man and wife as caretaker and 
Wanted housekeeper of small Bible school. A 
splendid opportunity for couple desiring to serve the 
Lord on a faith basis. Investigate. Room 660, The 
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A book of devotions for 
each day fora year. Dr. 
Fuller is widely known as 
the director of the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour. 
Dr. Wright is the author of 
the book, “The Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour and 
the Broadcasters.” 

Begin this new year by 
using this new book to en- 
rich your daily devotions. 


Price $2.00 
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74 Special Message from 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., internationally known evangelist 





and founder of Bob Jones College, 


located in Cleveland, Tennessee 








Dear Friends: 


We are confident that each of you without any personal sacrifice can help Bob 
Jones College in the working out of a plan, which we believe is of God. 


Most of us Christian people make certain contributions to different good causes 
every year. The amount of. these contributions, as a rule, does not vary a great deal. 
Many of us contribute up to the amount of the exemption to which we are entitled un- 
der the income tax law. 


We are not asking you to contribute any more in 1944 than you would contribute 
anyway, unless, of course, you feel definitely led of the Lord to increase your contribu- 
tions. We are asking you to let Bob Jones College share in the contributions which 
you are going to make to different good causes in this year of our Lord 1944, 


We believe that money invested in Bob Jones College will bring at least as good 
returns in this world and the world to come as money invested in any kind of Christian 
work anywhere on this earth. 


We need new dormitories. We need a new auditorium that will seat a minimum 
of 2,500 people. We need another academic building. We hope by June 1, 1944, to 
have in our building fund $100,000 and by June 1, 1945, we hope to have $300,000. 


We, of course, cannot at this time buy the materials to erect the buildings which 
we so greatly need. We have, however, purchased four residences near the college, 
which we have made into dormitories. We are now negotiating for some more valu- 
able residential property near the college which will increase our housing facilities next 
year and which will be very valuable property for the college in the years to come. 


There has been, as you know, a large decrease in the attendance at liberal arts 
colleges in America this school year. Please note: Bob Jones College has an increase 
of 30 per cent over last year’s enrollment and 50 per cent over its enrollment two 
years ago. These figures are significant, because Bob Jones College is not only an 
educational institution with high scholastic standards, but, as is generally known, it 
ore Bhs without apology for the “Old-Time Religion” and the absolute authority 
of t. ible. 


Now, my friends, don’t you think that Bob Jones College, on the basis of its 
record — which record is unquestionably an evidence of God’s approval upon the work 
that it is doing — is entitled to a generous share in the contributions which you are 
going to make to God’s work in 1944? 


Please let us hear from you, and please remember us in prayer. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sot Jones, 


Founder. 
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